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Clark Hulings Sale Tops $2.4 Million

Hilton Head Island, SC – Nationally acclaimed American painter Clark Hulings capped off an eastern U.S. tour of 38 new oil paintings with the auction of 15 lots at Morris & Whiteside Galleries, Hilton Head Island, SC on Saturday, 2 June.  Auction sales totaled $1,662,080, which exceeded the high estimate total by ten percent and, when combined with the earlier set price sale of 22 paintings at J. N. Bartfield Galleries in New York City on 22 May, and La Vucciria Market, Palermo, sold by auction on 31 March, brought total sales for the artist’s one-man event to $2,434,080.

Top auction lots included Las Ramblas, a 26” x 46” oil, estimated at $150,000 to $200,000, that sold for $212,800; Breton Reflections, a 24” x 40”oil, estimated at $120,000 to $150,000, that fetched $184,000; and Sicilian Cauliflower Stand, an 18” x 27” oil, estimated at $40,000 to $45,000, that hammered down at $84,000.  For complete auction and set price results visit morris-whiteside.com.
The unprecedented tour was the artist’s first one-man exhibition since 1999 and his first presentation in New York City in 42 years.  It also marked the sixth consecutive sell-out for perpetually popular Hulings during his 50-year career as a professional painter.

“This was a remarkable feat,” commented show organizer Jack A. Morris, Jr., “by an extraordinary artist.  And, when one considers that this selection of work was dispersed to buyers from New York to California, it is a testament to Hulings’ broad base of collectors.”  During the live auction, which took place across the street from the Galleries at the Arts Center of Coastal Carolina to accommodate attendance, up to six telephone-bid service operators actively received bids from throughout the United States.

A fully illustrated, color catalogue that includes an introductory essay by the noted art writer and editor, Susan McGarry, is available through Morris & Whiteside Galleries for $20 (includes shipping and handling) at 843.842.4433, and online at morris-whiteside.com.
